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From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


| cannot believe it is already Holy Week! The days 
between Ash Wednesday and now seem to have 
passed so quickly. More importantly, | must not 
forget that it is Holy Week because there is much 
at stake in our lives and our world that depend on 
our understanding of who Christ truly is! 


As we in the Southeast Conference step onto the 
familiar yet always new path of Jesus’ last hours 
before his crucifixion, we're invited to prepare 
with Jesus for that last supper in a room together. 
| can’t help but think about the children and youth 
who are transgender in our states, where they have been demonized and 
traumatized by legislation that seeks to stop them from living as their true 
selves. Are they gathered with family or caregivers right now, seeking a way 
forward and girding themselves for battle? Do they even have a support 
system available? 


As we are invited to engage in the anguish of Jesus’ loved ones and the pain 
Christ experienced during his torture and crucifixion, | feel drawn to sit with 
the anguish and suffering of the people of Ukraine, those who have lost 
family members and friends to the cruelties of war, those who are huddled 
in fear as bombs and bullets ravage their homes and land, the refugees 
relying on strangers for hospitality. 


As we mourn Jesus’ death, my heart aches for the parents who are 
mourning their children’s deaths to violence in the streets, for families 
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whose loved ones have been torn away by unjust systems and brutality, for 
the people in cities and towns such as Brooklyn whose beloved left for the 
day only to become the latest victims of gun violence, some never to return. 


Gliding past these days before Easter Sunday, or romanticizing them to 
avoid the gruesome reality of what happened on Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Holy Saturday is no less than conceptualizing war and murder 
and hate crimes as mere children’s tales. It enables us to avoid truths, 
keeping us from working for and living into new life. In these last days of 
Holy Week, as we place our feet in the footprints of Mary, Mother of Jesus 
and John, Mary Magdalene and Peter, Judas Iscariot and Pilate, Simon of 
Cyrene, and so many others, may we do so with vulnerability and 
humbleness. As we move toward Easter Sunday and, yes, try to match our 
footsteps to those of Jesus of Nazareth, may we do so with the intention of 
embodying not only Christ's agony but more importantly his Resurrection in 
our ministries and our lives. 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 


Greetings and blessings, As we enter this 
Resurrection weekend, please remember: The Easter 
story is the centerpiece of the Christian faith-one that 
offers faith, hope, and redemption to humanity. It is 
the story of Jesus Christ's willing sacrifice on the cross 
to save the sins of every man, woman, and child who 
has and who will ever live. But it is not just the 
sacrifice that solidified itself in history. It is about the 
Resurrection--Jesus’ Resurrection, where he defeated 
death three days after his brutal and painful 
crucifixion. What a powerful, fascinating connection 
between Passover and Easter! 


It was about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until about three in 
the afternoon, the sun stopped shining. The curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands | commit my 
spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. The Centurian, seeing what 
had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man”. Luke 
23: 44-47 (NIV) 
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“It might be Friday night, but Sunday is on the way.” 


Let us remain in the spirit of sacrifice and anticipation as we continue to 
give generously to this conference to support the work that is so needed 
and necessary. 


We are always grateful for all the many ways that you give of your time, 
your talents and your tenth. Please continue to invite me to your church so 
that we may discuss all the ways that you are making a difference in the 
lives of So many. After all, we all in this TOGETHER!! 


Peace and continued blessings as we continue on this journey.... TOGETHER. 


Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast Conference Invites you to 
participate in the Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick on April 25 at 6 pm 
Eastern, 5 pm Central. on Zoom. You can register to attend here. 


Jess is a Member in Discernment from Kirkwood United Church of Christ. 
She is a 2018 graduate of Candler School of Theology currently serves as 
the Minister of Youth and Young Adults at St. Mark UMC in Atlanta, GA. 


Installation of Rev. Evelyn Oliveria at Circular Church 


You are invited to join The Southeast Conference and Circular 
Congregational Church Ministry in Charleston SC on May 1, 2022, at their 
11:00 am (Eastern) Worship Service for the Installation of Rev. Evelyn 
Oliveira as the Associate Pastor. You can participate online by worshiping 


Rev. Oliveira is originally from Brazil and currently lives in North Charleston. 
She is married to Bill Stanfield, and they have two sons. Evelyn completed 
her Masters of Divinity at Princeton Theological Seminary in 2001. In 
2002, Evelyn and Bill moved to Charleston. Together they co-founded 
Metanoia, a faith-based Community Development Corporation in North 
Charleston. Evelyn served at Metanoia as the Executive Director of Youth 
Leadership Development. She began working at Circular in 2009 as the 
part-time Director of Adult Faith Development. She taught Spanish at 
Academic Magnet High School for seven years. She became the Associate 
Pastor of Circular in 2021. Evelyn is a certified Spiritual Director and is 
currently a student at the Center for Action and Contemplation’s Living 
School. She is fluent in Portuguese and Spanish (as well as English with a 
Southern accent). Evelyn’s interests are spirituality, meditation, racial 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=124e9544a9 Page 3 of 12 


SECUCC Conference Connection: April 15, 2022 2/20/23, 5:16 PM 


equity, traveling, baking sourdough bread, and walking her dog, Jazz. She 
brings with her a joy for life, compassion, and a call towards spiritual 
deepening for herself and others. 


Weekly Lenten Reflections 


Your Southeast Conference Staff offer Lenten reflections on the theme of 
fasting as acts of abundance. View all of them on our YouTube channel. 


Rev. Kim Wood's reflection for Holy Week 


Clergy Zoom Connections for April 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, April 19, 26 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, April 21 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, April 26 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
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Community 


Remembering SEC Board Member Hannah Mays 


The Southeast Conference Staff Team and Board of Directors received the 
sad news that one of our Board members, Ms. Hannah Mays, passed away 
in the early hours of Friday, April 8, 2022. 


Hannah was a member of the United Church of 
Cookeville and was active in leading and participating 
in many of the congregation's ministries. She had B 
served on the SECUCC Board of Directors since 2018, 
where she was a steadying presence and a voice that 
called to serve boldly and compassionately. Hannah 
would have completed her second term as one of our 
at-large members at the SECUCC Conference Annual 
Meeting in June of this year. 


Please join us in lifting up Hannah's children, Allegra and Keith, her 
extended family, church family, and community in prayer. Celebration of 
Life arrangements have not yet been set, but we will share them as they are 
available. We give thanks to God for the gift of Hannah Mays and are 
comforted by the assurance that she lives in the embrace of God's eternal 
love through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 
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Week of April 17 


First Congregational Church; Talladega, Alabama 
David C. Brown 

Amani Legagneur 

Sandra Mullins 

Jared Ruari 


Week of April 24 


United Congregational Christian UCC; Columbus, Georgia 
Rodney Franklin 

Joyce Myers Brown 

Laura Landrum 

Kathi Martin 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, Clemson SC; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN 


Opportunity to Assist with Tornado Relief in Kentucky 


The Indiana-Kentucky Conference Disaster Preparedness and Relief 
Ministry Team has extended an invitation to the Southeast Conference to 
assist in relief work from the December 2021 tornados. Our local churches 
are invited to put together work camp teams to come and join the IKC 
groups to assist in Kentucky relief work. IKC’s Disaster Relief Coordinator, 
the Rev. Greg Denk, is organizing one week work camps once a month from 
May through October. As a neighboring conference, IKC would deeply 
welcome our groups to join them in this work. Should your congregation or 
ministry setting be interest in participating in one of these work camps, 
please contact Rev. Kim Wood at kwood@secucc.org to get connected with 
Rev. Denk. 


News from the Wider Church 
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4, Together! 


Strengthen the Church Offering 2022 


The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and 
growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering will help 
the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing 
in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. 


As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your 
generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches 
and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Most 
congregations will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 
2022. 


In addition to the materials available for digital download, congregations 
will be able to order free envelopes, bulletin inserts, and posters. 


Strengthen the Church offering supplies: 


Campaign Overview and Resource Pages 

4 Bulletin Inserts 

Reflection by Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer 

Original Poem by Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson 


Print Resources: 


e Envelopes (Not offered in packs-order any quantity needed) 
e Poster 22" x 17" (limited 1 per order) 
e 4 Bulletin Inserts 
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e All FREE with FREE shipping 


FIERCE URGENCY: ADVANCING CIVIL & HUMAN RIGHTS 


a 
. 


Join the UCC at Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2022! 


The United Church of Christ is one of the over 40 sponsors of the annual 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice. This year, 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days will be held virtually April 25-27! The 
conference theme “Fierce Urgency: Advancing Civil and Human Rights” will 
inspire us to work to protect and expand voting rights in the U.S. and 
human rights around the world. The program will include a UCC/DOC 
denominational time, worship led by Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, powerful 
presentations by Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, and 
others. 35+ workshops (several featuring UCC and Global Ministries staff 
and global partners) will be held leading up to a virtual lobby day on voting 
and human rights. 


The pre-recorded EAD opening worship service will be available for use by 
local congregations on Sunday, April 24th, or any future Sunday. The videos 
and bulletin, including a sermon by Rev. Dr. Otis Moss II and music by 
Trinity UCC, will be available for download on the EAD website by April 18, 
2022. 


Justice Leadership Program — next program starting 
this fall 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=124e9544a9 Page 8 of 12 


SECUCC Conference Connection: April 15, 2022 2/20/23, 5:16 PM 


The Justice Leadership Program is wrapping up its 
first online 6-month Jubilee program (with five 
participants, four from UCC) and now is the time to 
apply for the autumn program. Jubilee is an online 

program for adults of any age who want to integrate J USTI CE 
faith and justice work in their lives in a meaningful LEADERSHIP 
and transformational way. Program associates meet PROGRAM 
monthly to deepen their faith within a community of 

their peers while learning skills for systemic change-making. Join us for the 
fall program to be informed, equipped, and empowered to act for 

justice! Apply now for Fall 2022 at www.justiceleadership.org. Jubilee is a 
booster grant recipient of Volunteer Ministries of the National UCC, supported 
by GLOBAL H.0O.P.E. 


re ~ “i ae 1 een 


ISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 


Back Bay Mission Celebrates 100 Years 


Back Bay Mission officially announces the launch of our 100 Year 
Anniversary Capital Campaign! For 100 years now, Back Bay Mission has 
been making "good trouble" on the Mississippi Gulf Coast; starting with the 
fisher folk in 1922, Back Bay Mission has a long history of being nimble and 
helping those in the most need. We have believe in offering a hand-up, not 
just a hand-out, and working towards a path of sustainability through our 
Housing Rehab program, Micah Day Center, emergency assistance, food 
pantry and many other programs. Please take a few minutes to watch and 
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get a brief glimpse into our past 100 years and how we are planning for the 
next 100 of strengthening neighborhoods, seeking justice and transforming 
lives on the Mississippi Gulf Coast! 


Trainings and Conferences 


Healthy Boundary Training for 2022 


Healthy Boundary Training will be offered through Zoom again this year. 
The following courses will be offered in partnership with the Disciples of 
Christ Georgia Region. 


e May 6-7 - Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the 
Internet (Pre-req Healthy Boundaries 101) REGISTER 


An additional course of Healthy Boundaries 301 is in final development and 
will be offered in September. 


These trainings are offered Fridays from 1:45pm - 5:15pm, and Saturdays 
from 8:45am-12:15 pm. You must attend both sessions in order for the 
training to count toward Authorization Requirements for Ordained, 
Licensed, and Commissioned Ministers. The Fee is $75. 


The Commission on Ministry will also be offering a Healthy Boundaries 
Course for Retired ministers later in the year. 


A reminder that in order to maintain ministerial standing in the Southeast 
Conference of the UCC, an Authorized Minister must complete an approved 
Healthy Boundaries Course once every four years. Both Healthy Boundaries 
101 and 201 meet this requirement as does Healthy Boundaries for Retired 
Clergy unless a minister holds Exempt Status. If you have questions about 
these trainings, when you need training again, or Exempt Status, please 
email BATraining@secucc.org. 


Conference Calendar 


April 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


April 21 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
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Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


April 21 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


April 21 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


April 25 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EDT 
Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick 


April 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


April 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


May 6 @ 8:45 am - 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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